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Goals of the Balanced Literacy 
Program:

1. Common knowledge and language
2. Research based examples of effective 

literacy instruction.
3. Literacy rich environments.
4. Hands-on learning ideas that support the 

big idea that “Language and Story Can be 
a Source of Creativity and Joy” and 
reinforce the importance of reading 
comprehension.



Balanced 
Literacy 
Inservice

for 

Teachers 
of Grades 

1-3 
Students.



Findings and Experiences So Far…
1. Collaboration amongst teachers has increased.

2. Teachers are using multiple sources to build their programs. (Balanced 
literacy session 1 gave them context and session 2 in conjunction with Faye 
Brownlie, Adrian Gear and The Daily 5 has given them breadth of pedagogy and 
strategies to work from.)

3. More kids are experiencing more eyes on text – reading, small group 

instruction and talking about books. More kids are CHOOSING books and 
learning about “just right books”.

4. Students are so excited to go to the “word work” centre instead of 
having spelling lists to copy out.

5. Formative assessment is starting to be understood as an important 
part of teaching so we can move kids’ learning forward.

6. There’s a buzz in the air…teachers are talking about literacy and 
very appreciative of the time and learning that they are receiving and are 
wanting to go back and try new ideas right away.



Practical Examples from the Classroom

• Writing and diagraming are helping students learn about 
“it’s okay to fail” as it relates to ADST/robots which 
is spilling over into writing and spelling success.

• Classroom libraries are beginning to thrive and be 
the hub of the classroom.

• Books are serving as springboards to other areas of 
the curriculum: The Darkest Dark (shared reading, 
listening, writing and goal setting.)

• Literacy centres set up so teachers can take small 
groups for instruction.





This is Not a 
Box

From book
To design 

thinking to 
writing in 

proper 
sentences.





The 
Darkest 

Dark:
Webbing 
Ideas for 

Goals.





The Darkest 
Dark:

My Street of 
Dreams to my 

Goals







Laurel: Whole 
Class Writing 

project to 
model story 

writing.





A new 
classroom 

library





A quote from 
a newly 
inspired 

experienced 
teacher.




